












Farmington. Oct. 4–16, library hours

Ellis Island Up Close
Discover how many immigrants arrived at Ellis  
Island in New York before making the trek to  
Minnesota. This traveling exhibit will be on display 
for two weeks.

Farmington. Sat., Oct. 9, 10:30 am–noon

Beginning Genealogy
Join Vicki Albu in an introduction to family history 
research, including getting organized, taking  
inventory of what you know, preparing a research 
plan and keeping it all straight.

Wescott. Thu., Oct. 14, 7–8 pm

Wang Ping
Local author and 2008 Minnesota Book Awards  
winner for The Last Communist Virgin, Wang Ping  
will discuss her novels, poetry and writing process.

Heritage. Mon., Oct. 18, 7–8:30 pm

The History Theatre presents 
American As Curry Pie
With honesty and humor, first-generation immigrant 
and local artist Aamera Siddiqui leads audiences 
through her 30-year journey to become an  
American citizen, living with multiple identities—
none of which really seem to fit—before discovering 
what it means to be an American. 

Robert Trail. Tue., Oct. 19, 6:30–8 pm

The Journey of an Orphan  
Train Rider
Ann Zemke, author of They Named Me Marjorie,  
shares the heartwarming story of her grandmother, 
Marjorie Peterson, through a very special quilt.

Wescott. Thu., Oct. 21, 7–8 pm

Gao Hong
A prodigy on the Chinese pipa, soloist and composer 
Gao Hong will play from her repertoire of traditional 
and original works.

Programs with            have related reads on  
the booklist.
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Wentworth. Thu., Nov. 4, 7–8 pm

Marlon James
Author of 2010 Minnesota Book Awards winner,  
The Book of Night Women, James will discuss his  
novels and writing process.

Robert Trail. Sat., Nov. 6, 1–3 pm

Gregg Aamot
Veteran Minnesota journalist Gregg Aamot, author  
of The New Minnesotans, will lead a discussion and  
answer questions about recent immigrants to the state.

Farmington. Sat., Nov. 6, 2–4 pm

Saturday Movie Matinee:  
Sweet Land
Based on the short story, A Gravestone Made of Wheat 
by Will Weaver, this love story captures both the 
challenging and humorous sides of immigrating to 
Minnesota in the early 1920s. Rated: PG.

Inver Glen. Tue., Nov. 9, 7–8 pm

Flickorna Fem
Translated from Swedish as “The Five Girls,” this 
women’s quintet will perform songs from the  
Swedish and Swedish-American musical tradition.

Pleasant Hill. Sat., Nov. 13, 2–3 pm

Sabina Zimering
This Holocaust survivor and author of Hiding in  
the Open shares her experience as a Jewish teenager 
passing as Catholic in Germany during WWII, and 
her eventual journey to America.

Galaxie. Sat., Dec. 11, 11 am–noon

Russian Soul
Celebrate Russian folk tradition through dance and 
song in this interactive performance by the Russian 
Cultural Center.

Programs with            have related reads on  
the booklist.



The Loft Literary Center presents:  
Where are You From?: Telling Your  
Story with Diego Vasquez 
In this four-part class, you will explore, challenge and create  
stories defining the place you come from using reading, writing  
and oral history exercises. Registration is required.

Wescott 
Session 1: Wed., Sept. 8, 1–2:30 pm
Session 2: Wed., Sept. 15, 1–2:30 pm
Session 3: Wed., Sept. 22, 1–2:30 pm
Session 4: Wed., Sept. 29, 1–2:30 pm

Memoir Writing Workshop 
Author and editor James S. Rogers will teach a three-session  
Memoir Writing workshop, which will include writing exercises  
and techniques. Registration is required.

South St. Paul 
Session 1: Thu., Sept. 23, 6:30–8 pm
Session 2: Thu., Sept. 30, 6:30–8 pm
Session 3: Thu., Oct. 7, 6:30–8 pm

The Loft Literary Center presents: Who  
We Are: Writing our Lives into Creative 
Nonfiction and Fiction with Gayla Marty
Whether you want to write for yourself, your family, or publication, 
this four-part class will help you learn creative writing techniques 
to bring your own stories to life. Registration is required.

Wentworth 
Session 1: Tue., Oct. 5, 6–7:30 pm
Session 2: Tue., Oct. 12, 6–7:30 pm
Session 3: Tue., Oct. 19, 6–7:30 pm
Session 4: Tue., Oct. 26, 6–7:30 pm

Coffee House Press
Allan Kornblum from Coffee House Press will discuss the  
Minnesota publishing scene and provide tips of the trade on  
how to get published.

Wentworth 
Thu., Oct. 21, 7–8 pm

know how  
to tell your story
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